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The first tive years of Sesame Street led to a revolution iin 
children’s television. Never Again would rrindless cartoons 
€ “chewing guba for the eyes, “as the FCC chairtan called then) 





be considered responsible prograraring for goung children. 


For the first tibne, serious educational content was fused into Aigh-quality 
entertainment. Gifted coprposers Joe Raposo and Jeffrey Moss supplied the rausic, 
and the genins puppeteer Jin Henson gave the world the now-tconic Muppers. 
High-quality aniation that taught letters and numbers and other preschool skills 
provided ‘conmamercial taterruption.” Children and their parents, grandparents, 





adults vuithout children—just about evergone watched Sesame Street: 


This collection—a trip down paemory lane—bakes it clear why the show 
became the gold standard for children’s television, and why threpaains so after 
37 years on the air. 

Joan Ganz Cooney 

Co-Founder and Chairman of the 
Executive Committee, Sesame 
Julg 2006 





Gordon welcomes the 
world to Sesame Street. 


On November 10, 1969, a young man strolled 
onto the set of an outdoor urban scene and 
proclaimed, “You’ve never seen a street like 
Sesame Street. Everything happens here. You’re 
gonna love it!” That was Gordon, and those were 
the very first lines of a bold new experiment in 
children’s television: Sesame Sireet. 


From the opening scene, the signal was loud and 
clear: This show was going to be different. The fact 
that it had an inner-city setting was striking; the fact that it had an 
interraciai—make that interspecies—cast was groundbreaking. 































The show was, and continues 
to be, multiethnic, multigenera- 
tional, and totally inclusive. The 
cast reflects the entire world for 
young children, providing them 
with the best possible role 
models. Whether it’s a shared 
cultural trait, or a special ability, 
or a problem to overcome, or 
even an obsession with cookies, ;-4 
there’s something everyone can 
identify with on Sesame Street. 


As for the Muppets, the original intent was to ee, i Be Ee a Armstrong 
keep them separate from the human characters, =o Ver aa 
as was typical in other children’s shows at that Pphurans to walk on the moon. 
time. But early research showed that having More than half a milion people << 


humans and Muppets coexist appealed to children yeah) es ie 
and helped to hold their attention. Once the revolu- | ° ye) ohana 
tionary decision was made to have everyone live Neat tila Woodstagy 
together side-by-side, the first season was written. 5) 
It revolved around four human characters:Gordon, 688 7 
Susan, Bob, and Mr. Hooper. The Muppets were considered a 
supporting cast. Then the broadcasts began, the Muppets 
began to enchant all who watched, and it’s safe to say that no 
one since has ever thought of them as “supporting” players. 


I, on the other hand, am definitely 
appearing in a supporting role. Sigh. 


ee 








Frota the first season tr 1969, the cast, crew, Muppers, and voriters 
had a strong sense that the creators of the show had errbarked on 
some#rhing very special for children's television, and we all felt lucky to 
be a part of the exciting new adventure. 


Our expectations were realized after the first season when Gordon, Susan, 


Mr. Hooper, and I toured several inner cities fron Warts to Chicago to 


Jackson, Mississippi, and perforrued for thousands of preschoolers, all 


screaming for Big Bird and singing along with us without passing a beat or a 
word. It was like a Woedstock tour for the toddler set and it was wonderful. 























© Al Hirschteld/ 
The Margo Feiden 
Galleries Ltd., N.Y. 


+ The Beatles break up. 
+ IBM introduces the floppy disk. 


+ The median household income 
is $8,734. 
+ Sesame Street wins its first Emmy* 
(for Outstanding Achievement 
in Children’s Programming). 


Bob McGrath (Bob) 


What made the show so special from the 
very start? Part of its success was its new- 
ness, and the fact that it proved children’s 
television could be both educational and 
entertaining. Part of its success was the 
humor—the silliness, really—aimed at both 
children and adults. Part of its success was 
its cast of furry, feathered, googly-eyed 
Muppets, with their irresistibly lovable child- 
like charm (yes, even Oscar!). Part of its 
success was the incredible music...the fertile 
imaginations of the writers...the first-rate 
animation...the engaging live-action films 
of real children...the celebrity guest stars... 
the long hours of research that went into 
every segment. ..the proven positive impact 
it had on children and their emotional and 
intellectual growth. Any one of these qualities 
would probably have ensured the show’s 
popularity. All together, they were magic. 














Cheryl Henson, one of Jim Henson’s five \ 1\ 
children and the president of the Jim Henson We 
Foundation, recalls the set and especially the puppet sis as 
always having “a sense of magic and freedom.” Her father, she 
says, was inspired by and open to everything—the whole world 
around him. A big reason for the magic of the early days was the 
Close relationship among all the collaborators, including Jim 
Henson, Producers David Connell and Jon Stone, and Writers and 
Songwriters Joe Raposo and Jeffrey Moss. “They really 
liked each other,” says Henson. “They had a lot of 
talent; they let their egos go and just enjoyed 
collaborating. And there was a real sense that 
they knew and understood kids.” 





The baajor and most thaportant phenomenon 


| 
| ~q , | (3 That no commercial show will ever be quite 







the same...I have a feeling that Joan Ganz 






Cooney [Executive Director, Children’s Television 
Workshop] and David Connell [Vice President 
and Executive Producer] have opened a 
Pandora's box that vill scare the hell out of 
everybody tn TV because the TV-wartching child 
will devour Sesame Street to the last crumb. 
And tf that ’s true, some network ts going to 


bledon title in tennis. 


e pioneer video game company, 
Atari, is founded. 





realize that intelligence 5 just conceivably 
commercial, which 1s so revolutionary, fF paight 


Just be un-American. 


Chuck Jones 

Anttation Director, Producer 

Revolutionary, 1969 Letter to Cecl Srruth, 
indeed! los Angeles Times relevision critic 


During the first years of Sesame Street, the creators called the show “an 
experiment.” It was continually fine-tuned and updated to reflect the 
changing audience, the changing world, and the most cutting-edge 
educational theories and practices. All along the way, the show was tested 
with children to ensure that the curriculum was perfectly pitched to the 
target audience of preschoolers. From the beginning, the show was dedicated 
to teaching children in as many ways as possible. It was heralded a “success,” 
a “breakthrough,” a “major TV achievement,” and a “bold and constructive 
venture” within weeks of its premiere. Most 
impactful, however, were its 
results. In January, 1970, not 
even three months after the 
show’s debut, the New York Times 
reported that preliminary tests 
indicated that children from poor 
homes who regularly viewed 
Sesame Street were making more 
than twice the educational gains 
than children who did not watch. 
































This grand “experiment” and all of the careful research surrounding it 
continue to this day, almost forty years after Gordon welcomed the first 
Sesame Street generation to a new and unique, yet simultaneously familiar 
place, where “everything happens.” Sesame Street has certainly passed the 
test of time. It continues to work towards providing future generations of 
children with the same quality of educational entertainment as their parents 
and even their grandparents benefited from and enjoyed. 




















But before jumping ahead, sit back and embrace the past. 
Enjoy this slice of the first five seasons. ..relive memorable childhood moments 
with Big Bird, Kermit, Bob, and Mr. Hooper. And then stick around to see what 
comes next. And, oh, before you go: In the world of Sesame Street, you haven’t | 
really lived until you’ve been insulted by Oscar the Grouch. So, here you are: 


Well, what are 

you waiting for? 
Get lost! Scram! 
(And turn the page!) 














Watching Sesame Street as a child, it might not have occurred to 
you that the adults rattling off the alphabet and singing along with 
Big Bird and Oscar were also famous. Celebrity appearances were 
really for the “grown-ups” watching the show along with their kids. 
Talent coordinators for Sesame Street have always said that they. 
have the easiest job in the world because celebrities are always 
knocking down the door, begging to be given a chance to be on the 
Street. In the first five years, some of the most popular stars and 
the most significant people of the time appeared on Sesame Sireet. 




























Singer and actress Lena Horne was one of the first black 
female performers to be successful with both black and white 
audiences. She was in the prime of her career when she 
agreed to appear on the show. Joe Raposo, who wrote many 
of Sesame Street's classic songs, liked her so much that he 
wrote “How Do You Do?” specifically for her to perform. 


Bill Cosby had established himself as a regular on 

The Ed Sullivan Show. He filmed his pieces for Sesame Street 
in arush during the summer. A studio had to be re-opened just 
to accommodate him. The producers were very flexible and 
encouraged him to work on his own ideas. He said he “tried to 
turn [himself] into a two-or three-year-old” in order to create 
material children would understand. After appearing on Sesame 
Street, Cosby became a regular cast member on Children’s 

» Television Workshop’s next venture, The Electric Company. 


Carol Burnett appeared on the 
very first episode. She was. <q 

filmed in California because 
of her commitment to 
The Carol Burnett Show. 
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A Note To Parents 
When Sesame Street first aired in 1969, its core mission was to 
address the critical educational needs of preschoolers. More than 35 
ears later, Sesame Street remains the oy preschool television series 
ier! on a comprehensive school readiness curriculum that addresses 
all aspects of a child's development. 


As you watch this DVD and reflect on how you were influenced by 
Sesame Street as a child, | encourage you to watch today's broadcast 
of Sesame Street with your own preschool child. Watching together 
enhances the educational impact of the show because it allows you 
to talk to each other about the show, and it also enables you to more 
effectively extend the learning after viewing. These child-focused 
activity pages highlight essential school readiness lessons, such as 
classification, rhyming, letters, shapes, numbers, and labeling body 
parts. We hope that in doing these activities and watching today's 
show together, you and your child will benefit from Sogalher time," 
which has always been a hallmark of Sesame Street. 


Rosemarie T. Truglio, Ph.D. 
Vice President of Education and Research, Sesame Workshop 
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a a 
Whieh ot these thine 
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is Not like the others 


Please help me, Sherlock Hemlock, 
solve this mystery! Each of these 
photos is of an animal. But which 

one is different from the other three? 

How is that animal different? 


Make a noise 
like each of 
these animals! 





Help Cookie Monster play Guy Smiley’s 
rhyming game! Say the names of the items 
below. Which two words rhyme? 


hat else rhymes ANS 
vith these words? oS NE (/ 


\ 


You're a ney a 
contestant: 


Did you guess the rhyming words? Open the | 
flaps and find Cookie Monster's prize—COOKIES! 








The Letter a 
Read and say all the s 
words in the picture. 


What other words begin 
with the letter $? 


Look oe i“ 
7 
mae Cookie 
onster's plate 
of cookies! 


ures in the big 
h friend doing? 
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Find these little pict 
picture. What is eac 
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Find 3 friends taking a 
ride with Snuffleupagus. 
What 3 family members 
are getting their picture 
taken? Find 3 grocery 
carts. How many 


trash cans do 4 


\_ 









A neighborhood is 
full of shapes. Point to 
the circles. Where do 
you see rectangles 
and in 
the picture? 


Face it! 


Help me finish the 


picture! Color Bert s 


nose. Now color his 
eyebrows, eyes, and 
ears. Doesn t Bert 
look ducky? 

Hee, hee, hee: 



















Street scene illustration by Joe Mathieu © Sesame Workshop; other illustration © Sesame Workshop; photos by 
Getty Images * Sesame Workshop®, Sesame Street®, and associated characters, trademarks, and design elements 
are owned and licensed by Sesame Workshop. © 2006 Sesame Workshop. All Rights Reserved. 





Arte Johnson was a regular on the 
hit show Laugh-In. He appeared 
on Sesame Street ina spoof of his 
smoking German soldier character, 


whose trademark phrase a 
“\-e-r-r-r-y interesting. 












Entertainers weren't the only big names 
to visit the Street. Important cultural 
figures also stopped by... 








Jackie Robinson 
recited the alphabet "a. 
on Sesame Street. 
Robinson is best known 
for his baseball career, 
becoming the first black 
player to play for a major league team. In 
1950, he also began a television and film 
career, starring in The Jackie Robinson 
Story as himself. 












Performing amidst fuzzy puppets, 
singing actors, and real kids on the 
Sesame Street set has flustered many 
experienced and talented performers 
over the years. Music Producer Danny 
Epstein recalls musician and singer 
Lou Rawls’ first appearance in 1969: 
“| offered him a cue card. ‘A cue card 
for the alphabet?’ Rawls asked. 

But soon he was calling for the card 
because it took him three takes to 
remember the letter G!” 








Jesse Jackson was the picture of the 70s, 
with mutton chops, an Afro, and a large gold 
medallion around his neck. On 
Sesame Street, children of 
every color, size, and 
age filled the set 
around him. Jackson 
led them in reciting his 

original—controversial— 

free-verse poem “| Am 

Somebody.” Only 30 at the time, he 
had worked with Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and was already Stirring up the 
establishment with his political activism. 













James Earl Jones was the first celebrity 
guest to appear on the show. His segment was ; 
used in the original test shows that were shown Pe S 
to children before the rest of the episodes aired. ~ \ 


Think of Sesame Street, and you'll probably start humming. Thousands 
of songs have been performed on the show, and when there’s not a song, there’s 
sure to be some catchy background music. Music is—well, forgive the pun— 
an instrumental reason for Sesame Sireefs success. 


Sesame Street music comes in all styles. There’s pop, jazz, rock, blues, hip-hop, 
electronic, and more. The music represents every segment of the music world, 
from country to opera; it comes from every continent; and it’s delivered by star 
singers, virtuoso musicians, furry or feathery Muppets, and hand-clapping, finger- 


snapping children. * 
Some songs have been around from the very J ye 6 * 
beginning of Sesame Street. The “Sunny Day” 

theme that ushered in the very first show yt 

still introduces each show today. Some favorite 

songs have been recorded over and over. During a 

the first season, popular songs were needed to 

help fill out 130 episodes of the show. By Season 

2, the brilliance of the Sesame Street creators 

was in full flower. Many of the most-loved songs KC 

to come out of the show. were written and 

recorded during the first five years, including 

gems such as “Sing,” “I Love Trash,” “Rubber 

Duckie,” and “One of These Things.” Maybe you 

ran for your own milk and cookies as.a certain 

blue monster sang “C Is for Cookie,” or perhaps 

you skipped around your living room “Doin’ the 

Pigeon.” Did you hum and sing along as you 

learned about the “People in Your Neighborhood?” 

Which songs were your favorites? 


Many, many “sunny days” later, Sesame 
Street songs continue to entertain and delight the ear. After almost forty years, 
there’s every reason to expect decades more of musical enjoyment. 


Before Bob McGrath appeared on Sesame Street, 
he sang with The Mitch Miller Variety Show and 
then became a pop star in Japan. “Bobu” had a big 
teenage following and plenty of hit singles. He's still 
recording CDs and performing live music shows today. 




















“Bein’ Green,” whether recorded 
by Kermit, Ray Charles, or Lena 
Horne, was one of the songs that 
meant the most to Jim Henson 
According to his daughter Cheryl, 
it was “strikingly personal.” 





“Rubber Duckie” (Jeffrey Moss, 1970) has been played all over the ~~ 

world. The Boston Pops Orchestra's performance in 1971 was particularly memorable. 
Danny Epstein, Director of Music Operations today and part of Sesame Street from 
its beginning, describes the scene: Jeffrey Moss comes walking into rehearsal with a 
box of 100 rubber duckies, one for each musician to squeeze while “Rubber Duckie” 
is performed. Not so fast, says the musicians’ union. Because the toy is actually an 
instrument, each musician will then be entitled to an extra $100 for the work. So, 
what to do? Epstein holds what he calls “the quickest union negotiations ever,” 

one lone percussion player squeaks during the performance, and Jeffrey Moss goes 
home with a box of 99 rubber duckies! 


Jim Henson called him a big warm teddy 
bear, “always in a good mood.” Bob 
McGrath mentioned his “incredible hug.” 
Bill Cosby proclaimed his involvement with 
Sesame Street “a gift.” However they 
describe him, all involved with the show 
can agree on one thing: It’s hard to imagine 
Sesame Street without Joe Raposo. He was 
its music director for the first five years, 
and again later for another six. From “Sing” 
to “Somebody Come and Play,” from “Bein’ 
Green” to “Being a Pig,” his songs were 
simple, catchy, and heartfelt. They covered 
every subject from the alphabet to peanut 
butter to birds that ride on the backs of 
other animals. His secret may have been, 
as he once said: “We don’t play down to 
kids. We just have a very short audience.” 






* 665 shows were filmed in the first five seasons! 

+ Sesame Street won 6 Emmys” in the first five years. 

* The first episode aired on more than |70 stations. 

+ The budget for the first year was $8 million. 

* The Muppets go through about 219 pairs of eyes 
and 180 noses per season. 

* There are 4,000 dyed turkey feathers on Big 
Bird's costume. 


+ The Monster at the End of This Book by Head 
Writer Jon Stone was one of the first Sesame 
Street books published, in 1971. It has sold well over 
a million copies and has never gone out of print. 


It's been over thirty-five years since monsters, Muppets, and humans first 
strolled down Sesame Street. Amazingly, many things are still the same. Cookie 
Monster still gobbles down cookies (as well as some healthier alternatives). Ernie 


still keeps Bert awake at night. Oscar is as grouchy as ever. But other things 
have changed.... 
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fun facks . 


Many of Sesame Street's talented early 7s x 
collaborators had first honed their craft \* : 
on the children’s television show Captain 
Kangaroo. Executive Producer Dave 
Connell, Writer Jon Stone, Producer Sam 
Gibbon, and Writer and Songwriter Jeffrey 
Moss had all crewed with the Captain. 










In 1973, Sesame Street was 
denounced by the Soviet 
Union as imperialistic. 
Decades later, in 1996, Ulitsa 
Sezam, the Russian version 
of Sesame Street, launched 
to great success. 


In the popular show segment featuring a 
baker who sings just before he consis- 
tently drops the cakes he is counting, the 
voice of the baker is that of Jim Henson. 
(The actor is not Jim Henson.) 













At the start of Season 2, Caroll Spinney 
considered accepting a more lucrative job 
offer in Boston. Luckily, he was talked out 
of leaving the show—and weeks later, Big 
Bird made the cover of Time magazine. In 
2006, Spinney was honored with a Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the Daytime Emmy® | 
Awards, an honor he calls “one of the highlights 
of my career.” 





Courtesy TIME Magazine 



































disc] Season 1 Episode 1 
Originally aired November 10, 1969 


Oldies but goodies: Animals Wash Off with Bert 
and Ernie; Henson #3; Meeting Oscar; Gordon 
Dresses Anything Muppets; Jazz #2; Wanda the 
Witch; Kermit with Walking W; Picture-Hanging 
Buddies; Beginnings 


Bonus Trash! 
Season 1: Bein’ Green; Rubber Duckie; Counting with James Earl Jones; ABC-DEF-GHI; 
| Love Trash; Alphabet with Jackie Robinson; Batman Crosses the Street: Swinging 
Baboon; Big Bird Meets Little Bird; Alphabet with Lou Rawls; I’ve Got Two; Alphabet 
Soup; Original Sales Pitch: The Itty-Bitty Nitty-Gritty Kiddie Show: Season 1 Credit Crawl 








disc] Season 2 Episode 131 ON Serene, in the 
Originally aired November 9, 1970 Worst dollhouse segment 


Check out these memories: Henson Dollhouse; Everybody as built by Jim Henson ‘for 


Makes Mistakes; Alphabet with Bill Cosby; Exit Animation; his two daughters, 
Noisy Bedroom with Bert and Ernie; Carol Burnett’s Nose; ay — 
What's My Part? with Guy Smiley; Whistle a Happy Tune; | 
The Case of the Missing Sandwich XQ S 

L 
Season 3 Episode 276 Ra, 
Originally aired November 8, 1971 Bx 


Do you remember: Welcome to Sesame Street; Oscar’s Traveling Can; Grover's 
Restaurant; Big Bird Meets Snuffleupagus; Great Cookie Thief; Sorting Song; 
People in Your Neighborhood; Short and Long Ladders; Ernie Counts Sheep 


Extra Cookies! 

Season 2: King of Eight; Over, Under, Around and Through; Superman; Astronaut 

Drawing; Counting with Listen My Brother; | Love Being a Pig; Season 2 Credit Crawl 

Season 3: C Is for Cookie; Ladybug Picnic; Martians Telephone; Amazing Mumford 

Magic Trick; Alligator King; J Friends; A Special Day with Bert and Ernie; “| Am 

Somebody” with Jesse Jackson; Would You Like to Buy an ‘O’; 
Harvey Kneeslapper with Mirror; Breathing Song with Animals; 
| in the Sky; My Favorite Letter P; My Martian Beauty; Mad 
Painter; Season 3 Credit Crawl 


3 Season 4 Episode 406 
Originally aired November 27, 1972 


Flash back with these highlights: Sesame Street Alphabet; Alphabet 
with Ernie and Cookie Monster; Simon’s Song; Job Interview; Count 

Counts Ernie’s Blocks; Heavy and Light with Grover; Here Is Your 
Life, Oak Tree; Enter and Exit; Grover’s Restaurant 











Season 5 Episode 536 
Originally aired November 19, 1973 


Classic moments: Fat Cat; Kermit and Joey Do the Alphabet; At the Movies; 
Bird on Me; How Do You Do?; Chin-ups with Grover; Beat the Time; 
Handclapping Number; Doin' the Pigeon 


More Paper Clips! 
Season 4: Kermit's News with Rapunzel; Bread, Milk, and Butter; 
Lost Paper Clips with Bert and Jon-Jon; Witches Cooperate; Song 
of the Count; Bert’s Bust; First and Last with Beetle Bailey; Season 
4 Credit Crawl 

Season 5: At the Movies with Bert and Ernie; Nasty Dan with 
Johnny Cash; Prairie Dawn's School Pageant; Twiddlebugs Go 

to the Zoo; Jazz Alphabet; Hamburger Bun Factory; Madrigal 
Alphabet; 3 Wishes with Bob and Cookie; Telephone Booth 

with Super Grover; Season 5 Credit Crawl 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH 


Hello, everybodece! 


Hi, Grover. Thank you for agreeing to answer a few 
questions for us today, 


OVE No problem, sir, but please make it fart, | am 
a very busy monster, 


Really? What's Keeping you busy these days? 


©FOVEl: Oh, you know. Places to go, monsters and people 
to see, planetary systems to save, 


$o how have things changed in the last thirty-five 
or so years? Are you busier than you used to be? 


ver: Yes, | am. Thank you for asking, In the early 
years, | was a waiter, taxi driver, elevator operator, disco 
dancer, farmer, superhero—to metrtion just a few—and, of 
course, an all-around adorable and furry blue monster, But 
now, | am also a world traveler, I+ is exhausting, Phew! 


Speaking of being adorable, furry, and blue, haw do 
you manage to keep yourself in such good shape after 
all these years? 


aT OVEF: | exercise every day: | eat healthy foods to stay 
soft and cuddly, Also, lots of yoga to keep my furry little 
self calm, (And sshhh—do not tell anyone, but | dye my fur!) 


Anything else you want to say to your fans? 


OVEN: Yes, Without those very special and wonderful 
humans, Jim Henson and Frank 0z, | would not be here— 
well, | would certainly not be so adorable. | would also like 
To say a word to my mommy, Hello, Mommy! Now | have 
really got to be going, 
| want to catch a water 
taxi to Tahiti before 
rush hour, Bye! 





